
Wednesday October21 2020

DoreenO Brasseaux
PresidentandCEO
TheAmericanCouncilofEngineering
CompaniesofLouisiana

BurtonBusinessCenter Room439
Box91989
LakeCharles Louisiana70609

Re LouisianaBoardofEthics
DocketNo 2020632

DearPresidentBrasseaux

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics Board atitsNovember6 2020meeting consideredyour
requestforanadvisoryopinionastowhethertheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics

Code wouldprohibitpublicservantsfromacceptinganinvitationfromtheAmerican
CouncilofEngineeringCompaniesofLouisiana ACECL toattendtheExcellenceAwards
banquetandreceivingtheiraward

FPACTS ROVIDED

TheACECL isanotforprofit organizationbasedinLouisianaadvancingthebusinessof
engineering ACECLisconductinganEngineeringExcellenceAwardsprogramtorecognize
engineeringprojectsfromaroundthestatethatdemonstrateahighdegreeofachievement
valueandingenuity Projectsare selectedbyanindependentpanelofprivateandpublic
sectorjudges TheACECLanticipatesthatseveralpublicprojectswillselectedforawards

TheawardpresentedattheEngineeringExcellenceAwardsprogramisabasicacrylicplaque
whichispresentedtotheagencyortheengineeringfirmonly nottheindividualengineer
ACECLplanstoinvitethosenamedpublic servantshonoredintheprogramtoattendand
accepttheaward onbehalfoftheagency forthewinningproject s atabanquetdinner
hostedbyACECL ThecosttoattendtheEngineeringExcellenceAwardsprogramwillbe
waivedforthepublicservants

LAW

La RS 421115 A 1 prohibitsapublicservantfromsolicitingoraccepting directlyor
indirectly anythingofeconomicvalueasagiftorgratuityfromanypersonorfromanyofficer
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director agent oremployeeofsuchperson ifsuchpublicservantknowsorreasonablyshould
knowthatsuchpersonhasorisseeking tohaveacontractual businessorfinancial
relationshipwiththepublicservantsagency

La RS 421115 A 2 prohibitsapublicservantfromsolicitingoraccepting directlyor
indirectly anythingofeconomicvalueasagiftorgratuityfromanypersonorfromanyofficer
director agent oremployeeofsuchperson ifsuchpublicservantknowsorreasonablyshould
knowthatsuchpersonisseeking forcompensation toinfluencethepassageordefeatof
legislationbythepublicservantsagency

La RS 421123 13 a i allowsfortheacceptancebyapublicservantofcomplimentary
admissiontoacivic nonprofit educational orpoliticaleventwhenthepublicservantis aa
Aprogramhonoree bb Givingaspeechattheevent cc Apanelmemberforadiscussion
occurringattheevent or dd Attendingtheeventtoassistanelectedofficialwhomeetsthe
provisionsofthisItemwhenthepublicservantisunderthesupervisionortheelectedofficial
andsuchassistanceiswithintheordinaryemploymentdutiesofthepublicservant

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thatbasedonthefactspresented La
RS 421115generallyprohibitsapublicservantfromsolicitingoracceptingathinkof
economicvaluefrompersonsthathaveorareseekingtohaveabusiness financial or
contractualrelationshipwiththeirpublicagency personsregulatedbytheiragency and
personsthathavesubstantialeconomicinterestswhichcanbesubstantiallyaffectedbythe
performanceornonperformanceoftheemployeesofficialduty However La RS
421123 13 a i aa allowsfortheacceptancebyapublicservantofcomplimentary
admissiontoacivic nonprofit educational orpoliticaleventwhenthepublicservantisa
programhonoree Here thepublicservantispresentattheeventasarepresentativeofthe
agencythatistherecipientoftheaward Accordingly thepublicservantwouldnotbe
prohibitedfromacceptingcomplimentaryadmissiontothebanquetinordertoacceptan
awardonhisagencysbehalf

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofGovernmental
Ethics TheBoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthantheCodeof
GovernmentalEthics theCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct theLobbyistDisclosureAct and
conflictofinterestprovisionsinthegaminglaws Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontact
meat 800 8426630or 225 2195600

Sincerely
LBEOUISIANA OARDOF THICS
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LaToyaD Jordan
FortheBoard
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